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Rick Laclalre has been @ taxidermist for more

: _Mmgasa belors, Ho was askad to mount this rare
than' 20 Yoars, but he has never sesn @n albino ~beasf afler It was struck by a'train near Foleyat,

A white moose?

Taxidermist says it’s the real thing

By ROB O'FLANAGAN
Slar Carrespandeat

[5 it an elaborate hoax or the
reid thing: A mythical beast akind
ta the “juckalope™ — that bizarre
cross betwaen a jack rabbit and
intelopa uakally sean ahove the
pickled vggs and beer muogs in g
small town bac?

Taxidermist Rick Leclalre says
tre head of 8 white bull mooze,
currently mounted on hils shop
witl] in Copper CLIT, is (or ar least
wisha vare and auchentic albino.
In more than 20 vears in the
taxidermy business, Leclaire has
Aeer i ot of odd specles, but never

one of {heso,

Leclaire, who recently opened
Leclaire's Taxidermny and Art at
17 Serpentine 5., savs the two-
and-a-half to theee-vear-old bull
roose Wias siruck by a train near

STAR

Kukatish Boad {about 20
kilometres east of Foleyet), and its
mounted head will find a
permanent home Lo the Northern
Lights restaurant in Foloyet.
“They tall me what happened
was this modse was belng chased
by wolves, and to get away from
them he got up on the railroad
trecks," sald Lectaire, who arpued
that bocause of record snowfalls a
preater number of moose have

bren seeking escapo routes on
fracks,

“That's when lic was hit by the
train, Maybe he turned white with
frar for sure,” he added writh a
laugh.

Leclaire, who Iuﬁ'ned the
taxidermy trade by
correspondence colrse more than
22 years ago, was able (o verify the
autheticity of the strange bease, A
capy of 3 Ministoy of Matural
Rrsources form authorizing the
talnting indicates that tha
moase 15, indeed, an albing, And
two snap shots of albinos in the
wild, which he laid out an a small
tahle, piso proved the axistence of
the spacies.

“Tr's nice o know that this isn't
the last one out thers, " said
Leclaire,

AL e dld was preserve it,

Otherwise it wouwld have jist been
left there for the wolves to eat,”

Although Leclaire says it is not
a pure albing, which has pink
exves and no dark patchas in its
hide, this is the only white mopse
he has ever seen, -
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5 1he LMn ITelBn
train rolled south-
~ward through the
Burwash area the
enginear and brake-
| men spotted eight

elk on the tracks.,
In an attempt to scare these
magnificent animals away, the en-
gineer sounded the whistle. By

the tima the last freight car rolled .

past the scene the elght anlmals

were desd and Cntario’s last sur-

viving herd of wild elk was a Httle
smaller.

This was not an-isolated inci-
dent, Trains, tansport trucks and
cars kill moase, deer, and bear all
the time. Animals that are exeesd-
ingly rare in Ontario, such as elk,
woodland earlbou and white
moase, are 2lso killed every vear,
Mobody knows the numbers in-
volved, but Iif the experiences of
Bill Cargill are any indication a
lot of animals are killed by loco-
motives.

Cargill i3 an engineer for the
CHNR and has been for several
yirE, This past winter he became
frustrated with the number of
moose killed on railway tracks. It
appears that more moose wem on
the tracks this past winter be-

scause of the deep snow in the
AWhile the antl-hunting

ovement decries the killing of
pEame animals during hunts ne-
body raises a whisper about ani-

;mals killed on roads and railways
tracks, says Cargill,

[ And nobody

keeps track of the

i
H
|

TERRY PEMDER/Sudbusy Star

Bill Cargill Is an englneer who says the wildlife carnage on the tracks this winter was high.

knows how many made it into the
bush and died there." ;
During his 20 vears of hauling
freight through the remote
stretches of bush along the Sud-

bury-Folevet-Horneypeyne corri-

umbers involved. There is no dor, Cargill has glimpsed at some
law or nat on_requiring peo-  of the most rare animals in Onta-
report

kills™ o ainy

=
Ykind, even though ihat Informa:
tlon would be useful in estimating
populations; =zys Mike Hall, a bi.
“ologist with the Ontario Miristey

.of Natural Resources,

“'Um one trip T couldn't believe
the bloodbath," says Cargill, "I
counted 12 dead moose, and those
~arne the opes that I could ses. Who

rio, including white moose and
woodland caribon.
He has seen thiee woodland car-

ibou. Each was killed im a colli- -

sion with a train, he says, and a
small herd of white moose was
wiped out — one by one — in colli-
gions with locomoltives around Fo-
levet.

"Dne engineer 1 know hile six

mense in one trip,"” says Careill.
"I took a moose cut three trips
ago. I ran a bear over only last
year. This isn't a rare thing. Ev-
ery englneer you ialk fo has run
over animals,”

Some vears Cargill says he's
killed up to 10 moose,

“T know thet o tot of animals do
get hit but we have no way of get-
ting Information,” says Hall, “I
would certainly like lo Know what
mortality is cecurring other than

- the humts. We don't get road kill

information, but I wish we did."”
Cargill wishes that someone

would develop a way of scarlng

animals off the tracks in front of

tha locomotives that he drives)
Perhaps special whistles that pro-
duce a high-pitch frequency could
he mounted on the front of the die-
gols, he savs,

There is no indication that the
devices work, savs Hall, espe.
cially when bugs or snow could
clog the whistle, When o moosa
collides with a locomotive, the
frioose always loses, But drivers of
cars and trucks often get hurt
when their vehicles hit one of
these large andmals. )

And as o resulf, a group of doc-
tors in Wew England hes pub-
lished a report calling on auto-
makers to make carcs that better

trauma services at the Dart-
mouth-Hitcheoek Medical Centre
in Mew Hampshire, savs moose
car collislons are on the increasa
in WMorth America and autos
should be designed to befttor
withstand Impact with the heavy,
long-limbed animals.

Sutton and his collearues sav in
their report that Saab and Valvo
have strengthened the desipn of
their cars with moose collisions
ity tain,

“For urban dwellers, it proba-
bly doesn’t seem lke much of a
deal bt for us up here in New
Hampshire, and I'm sure throaph:
ot Canada, this §s impoctant,”
says Sutton. :

“Az o trauma surgeon, I'm
much more likely to see someote
hit by a moose then I am a gun-
shot wound."

The New England doctors
Ivoked at the experiences of &3 pa-
tients involved in moose-car colli-
sians in their region.

All of the patients had serious
injuries, including several who
wets permanently paralysed.

"What we found is a Lot of theso
patients had a predominance of

the moose is so large thet when a
car strikes i, the front-end protec-
tion dossn't do much good be-
cause it just sweeps the legs out
from under the moose and then
the moose body falls on the
windshield and the roof of the
car,” Sullon says.

“Seat belts and air bags really
don't prevent injury from those
types of collisions."

L, Sutton stressed that the
majority of people involved in
meoose collizions are not seriously
hurt.

“Bludies in Sweden have shown
that out of 72,000 collisions, only
ong or two per cett were serious
or fatal” he says, “North Ameri-
can data suggests the same
thing."”

“head and neck injuries becawse |
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Concerned aboyt their fate

By Michae| Mentzer
Of The Reporter Stasf

Take Schommer went fo
Canada to shoat a bear.

He pat twa MOoes instoad
—Tale ones. White opes,
tdayke albinos, but he's ot
SUre,

The moose he brought back
WErE captured om video film
and several rolls of ddmm.

He couldn't be happie,

While he was there a5 part af
a siX-member Eroup, he was
rold that 2 Nationa] Geo.
eraphic Photographer had tried
unsuccessfully at one time 1o
rhatograph the whise MmOoose,

"It was a preat trip ... just
{antastic,™ sajid Schommer, a
well-known Foand dy Lac elec-
trician, amateur Photographer

and longtime local residan:
Schommer joined Jack Seh.
ngen, Scotr anyder and Bob

Gable of Fond du Lae, Bob
anyder of Iowa and Ryan War.
ren of Madisan,

Speaking of the rare white
moose, Schommer said, ©
could never shoot ane of
them." -

He admits that he's con-
cermed about their fate when
MOoSE seagon opens this fall in
Crtario,

"We were tald they'll be le.
£al game this fall achomomer
said, even though they are rare,
“I'm sitre there are pecple o
there whe would shoo: them if
they knew where th ey were, ™

That's why Scham mer's pot
saying.

Schommer, who takes his
cameras with him whergver he
Eoes, was ready when the un.
expected spectacle presented ji-
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Left, Take
Schamimear of
Fond di Lag
holds two
calor enlarge.
ments of phg-
tas he took in
June af rara
white moose
in Qntaria, He
WAL N 2 free
Sland an a
bazr hunting
trip when the
cow z2nd ils
yearling bull
calf emerged
irom & thickly
waaded area
and walken
It a heaver
ponc.
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Moose/

" Continued from Page Al

self more than 200 yards away.

He was in a tree stand about
cight feet above a beaver pond
concedled behind a camouflage
curtain and wearing camou-
flage hunting gear when he first
noticed one of the moose.

“It looked like a ghost drifi-
ing out of the woods," Schom-
mer recalled.

He reached for his video
camera and squeezed ofl 30
minutes of film as the white
caw and its white bull calf,
probably a year old, moved
slowly through the shallows of
the beaver pond,

After that, he began shooting
frame after frame of 35mm. By
the time the moose moved
within 23 yards of his tree
stand, his film was gone.

"I was shooting off film like
crazy," he said with a laugh. "'
didn’t think I'd get any more
chances,”

"They looked right at me,
but they couldn't see anything
out of the ordinary"' because of
the camouflage, Schommer
said. "I knew they could hear
the shutter and the sound of the
carnera when it antomatically
rewound (the flm), but they
never spooked. "

The sighting oreurred on the
lirst late aftermoon of the week-
tong hunting tripin carly June.
He saw the pair two cther

mes during the week

Ao rme he sav them
with tywee browen monse

! 1] i IT Ny

wWItd g TWeE  Adlmics,

- NEWS UP FRONT

EIMIAY

SERPTEMBER «1, 1994

A lake Schommer of Fond du Lac photographed this rare white moose in Ontario. When fully
grown, moose rank @mong the largest mammals In North Amefica. Bulle semetimes stand 744
feet at the shoulder and weigh 1,500 to 1,800 pounds. Antlers on a full-grawn bull moose spread

sl fect or mare,

their skin was pink and the
calf’s antlers were just little
nubs coming out and they
looked pink. [ couldn't see
their eves well enough ., but
they looked dark."

At one point, Schommer
said he chuckled hecause the
lzgs of the moose reminded
him of those of & baller dancer
in while tights,

"You could just barely see
the pink color ol the skin com-
g through the white "

achommer said 1 was faso-

nading I tch Ther msnsge

I qeap

“They knew right where the
holes were, and they'd go in 20
that only their snouis were visi-
ble," he said, "It really was
samething tosea,"

Fchommer had never seen a
moase in the wild until the out-
ing in carly June.

On the drive to the lunling
lodpe in Oncaria, he saw three
aiopg the roadside. I all, he
saw aboul o dozen before the
graup headed for hame.

achommer also saw bynx for
the frst tirne, as well as pine
martens, h iN . WRHNVES .:'-:'- VCTS

qatw of ther wibdlife

~ A a va

ATEE hodes L.r_ THE Torharg ﬂ-'ﬂ}. Weis eF o5 CeT A Beasd

mer said. “'I got as much satis-
faction, if not more, from that
trip that any other I've ever
dane bafore. ™

He admits he hasn't given up
on the bear hunt though.

"We met a farmer when we
wore up there, and be wants us
o come back," Schommer
said. " A bip black bear has
kilied a couple of i cows.
We're poing 1o check with him
in-reek or 5o, ard iof o's sl
there, we just might go back,

And al he daes, you cian bel
he'll be bogne 1he whire
mdrrae are still safe amd sound




White moose disappearing

oleyet residents are concerned over

the future of a herd of unique white

moose which have lived in the area
for six years.

The moose are fighting for their survival
as three of them have been killed by trains,
Residents speculate the animals run to the
track to escape wolves.

It is (o be hoped a solution can be devised
to help save the white moose.

For many people, the moose has become
the wilderness symbol for the beauty of the
Morthern wilderness. It would be a shame to
lose such an unusual example of that sym-
bol.

The Bailp Press

187 Cenar ST 5, (PO, Box 560)
Tisanains, Oxmamin, PAN T0G1
ProxE: 268-3050
TovL-FrReE: 1-8(-446]1-2451
(SERVECING AREA CoDE TOS5)
Fax: 268-T373




Town fears

for future ot

white moose

By BRUCE CAMPION-SMITH
E'I.'ﬂF'HL'POH.‘I.EF-

The rare white moose MOVES
ilke o ghost in the fopest just
outside of the Morthemn On-
tario town of Foleyot.

The town's residents are wic
ried for the safety of & female,
Lnown 85 & COW, that is
o be the 15t white moose re-
prmining in the ares.

it and ldlked by trains, Includ-
Inﬁ_;lgrfe this year alone.

pre’s one cow s left
that's all white and there's 2 bull

{hat's helf black, half white.
Those are the only two left fhat

.wchmwu-!',“s.aidjan:mr

strong, & resident of Foleyet,

ing walle along the  railway
tracks 1o the soowW drifts of the
forest.

“They go to the track to get
gut of the desp snow amnd geb
wway from the wolves who nev-
er leave them alone, A=
strong said ina telephone intet-

- Plaase soo Towm, hack page



Town fears for safety of rare moose

Four have died
on railway tracks

near Timmins
(o Continued from AL
view lost night,

But that makes them vulnera-
bl to the trains; the most recent
deaths came on Mo, 20 when a
cowr and her newborn calf were
struch.

“The only one laft i3 last
year's calf,” Armstrong sidel.

The white moose have be-
come a hit of & legend in this
small town of 350 people.

The anlmals are entively
white. somatimes right down. to
their hooves, They are not albi-
no, however, because they don't

. have pink eyes.

Totw Sivles of 11 Melro 200

sodd oo 3 causes the uniqus

eoloring of white lions, white t-
gers and, in this case, white

MO0SE.

] don't think 've heard of a
white moose In recent times
E: Ie.aﬂsa.id. “It's mot & comman

Biologist Rick Ward agreed
that it is extremaly rare.

“In terms of ratios, ['d be
hard-pressed 1o guess but it
would probably be in the oeder
of one in & million,” sald Ward,

who works for the Yukon gov- -

ernment.

“That's fuite interesting that
you would have that mﬁa a
En:mp- They must be inter-

reeding to produce the offs
spring that are also white™
Ward said in an interview last
nighit from Whitehorse.

Foleyet resident Morris Des-
rochers said it would be a
shame if the ket one did not

survive the winter.

s all we'we seet . .. unfor-
tumngely.” he said, “Some peo-
ple never ged 1o see one in their
entire life™

Destochers had to kill o white
bull In January after its sping
wes broken by a train. 15 head
was mounted and now hangs in
the town's Morthern Lights res-
taurant

“Ivs quite the sight” gakd
OPP Constabile Jelf Harmer.

Armstrong has been tracking
the monse for years while tend-
ing traplings in the woods and
at times has a5 cloge a8
nine metres to the big animals.

" fe |z s yrou keept your dis-
tance from the ealf, you could
g0 take her picturs, [ guess ghe

g0 used to Everyone phote-
graphing her it just didn't both-
er her," Armstrong said






Rare white moose fighting for survival

By Jellroy Qugler
FOLEYET / The Daily Press

A small herd of white moose {5
craaling a big stir in this tiny
community, but locals  worry
time may be running oul for the
ritre animals.

A herd of at least five white
mooze had been seen roaming
nearby since 1950, But this year,
three have been killed by fraight
traing, including a cow and her
calf hit Mow, 20,

Fal Tresidder said at leas
1000 people have visited him
since he brought the dead cow
home last wealk.

“The animal is an incredible
sight, Even Ihe tonpue and
hooves are white,”

He said he plans to show the
mounted head of the meose al
the Canalian Spoctsmans Show
i Toronka next Spring.

Maurice Desrochers, the CN
Bail foremaon who removed the
moose [rom the tracks, said anly
a white cow and a spike-horneil
bull with even more unusual col-
oring survive from the origine
herd,

He described the bull as hav-
ing a white head, “but down the
back vou cowld take 2 measozing
[ Dne side s white and 1he

: Ty
] TR o *E‘ =
JANE ARMSTRONG of Foleye

el T g AP TA B G Ve

I snapped this pholo ecarlier this

year of lwo rare while moose in the area. Armstrong is leading a
fight to save the white moose from extinetion,

olher is broven. !

Local people suspect the e
mals run to lhe iracks 1o estapre
wolvies

I-\'.IIIL"' ."'.rlll.‘-l.‘l:'l:'lg_ '|'|.'|||: t||1!1_'| (H]
the arsa, has been Tallewe iy, thwe
hesd Jor six yeas

“Iwas able Lo pet toowillin 50
tect of ey this n'f'.rip.:,:.“ Arm-
strony; sanl. 1 guess they et (o

koow me. Krenwing they  are
dead sorl of hus, ™

She said she has tried 1o get
the Ontario Matural Resources
Ministry 1o do something to pro-
tewt the herd

“Hut Ahey say theyre not al-
bamer because ther oves are hlack.
They say its just a different po-
nebie steain and they 're mot infer-

psted.”

Armsirong is leading a fight to
save the white moose from ox-
tinetion,

Amnstrong, said one way o
quell this problem would be for
railway eompanics to equip their
trains with alorm devices that
would be effective in searing the
animals put of harm s way.

“If 4 moose hears a d}::ng bark
or a gunshot, they fly,” she said.
"Maybe something like a {ire
cracker or something that sounds
like a gunshot. But the train engi-
neers ane equally alarmed by the
number of wildlife being de-
stroyed by frains. It is oo one's
faule; is a natural constquence of
the elerments.”

Of the small herd of white
macse thal Armstrong  discov-
ered inthe qegion in T99), only
cre bas nol llen victim Lo pass
ing trains.

“A wildlile naturalist  from
Michigan eame up to film and he
could not believe (the wildlife au-
therities) were  doing  nothing
about them,™ she said.

Armstrong said hunters mis-
akingly bear the brunt aof the
blame for depleting moose popu-
lationz, when other factors con-
Eribiale do thae declipe




WHITE MOOSE SIGHTINGS

oy
Ted Armsfrong
Crilare Miniztry of Nafural Besources
Thunder Say, Ontaria

Repoms of white moose are occasionally re- Clement, was kind enough to e-mail the photagraph to
ported from across their range, including Alaska and On- park staff. When | corresponded with Mz Clement, he
graciously shared with me all 10 colour pho-
tegraphs which he had taken. The cow mooss ap-
pears to be completely white, unlike many of the
reports of pantially white moose that are rezeived.
Additionally, theee is a very streng indication of
pink on many parts of the anatomy, including the
ars, lower legs, nose and, apparemly, the oyes,
strongly swggesting an albine animal.

& large-bodied, completzly brown calf
accompanied the cow, All pessible combinations
of cows and calves have previously been reported
—a white cow with a brows ealf, a brown cow
with a white ealf, and 2 white cow with 2 white
calf (Armstrong & Brown 1986), However, based
upon the small sample size (3} representad by
this sighting and those previously documented by
Armstrong & Brown {1936), the majority {37 of

Btz cow, Folever, Ontario — spring 2000, With 2 _
permizsion af Mark Clament. cow-calf sightings have been of white cows with

tario {Armstrong & Brown 19367, However, it
seems (o be rare enough that the condition was net
specifically menticned in a discussion of coat and
i colowration by Bubenik (1997, in Ontario, re-
pons of white or partially whilte moase have besn
reported, usvally concentrated in several locations
ircluding Cechrane and Sioux Lookout. This seems

S ¥

. g - s E - ! e, » E et = A
o be the pattern across their rangs, with 2 higher in- g ik MR et i

cidence of reporls of white moose in specific lo-
cales,

In the summer of 2000, a park visitor to Al
gonguin Provineial Park reporied that he had ob-
served and phelographed 4 white moose along the

R = v : s
. i = ;i : e T - - R L
highway roadside 20 km west of Faleyet, Ontaria, g

in northeastern Ontario. The photographer, Mark  Fite cow and brower calfl Foleyer, Ontario — spring 2000 Witk
k prerarizzion af Mark Clement.
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brown calves. Nonetheless. a clear photograph of o

while cow with a nornial coloured calf is soill notew

There have apparently been othier anecénzal e
ports of whits mease from this same vieinity. The clar-
ity of the pictures, the ohiiging nature of the zow
meose. and the gensrosiny of the phiolographer were al|
extrzordimary, resulting in an extremely gond look 21 ap
all-white cow and her very ardinary looking progeny.
Thanks 10 Mark Clement for his generosity in agresing
to allow publication of these photos, and 1o Masiz
deAlmeida for aiening me to the photos.

1 would welcome recsiving env nther reports of
white moose that may be out there

(red. arngrrongDmnr. gov.on.ca).
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Hunting

Other Hunting Rules

It is illegal to:
3 Hunt or pursue wild animals or birds fram 4 car, snowmohile, aircraft,
motarhoat, PWE, ORY or ather motarized vehicle, or kry a =ailboat.
0 5el fines to drive oot game.,
O Use snares, traps, cages, nets, pitfalls, deadfalls, spears, drugs, poisons,
chemicals, smoke, gas, explosives, ferrets, weasels or mechanical devices
other than firearms, bows and arrows or dingshots to take wild hirds o
Regulations apply August 4, 2002 through July 31, 2003 animals, except a5 provided by trapping rules or special permil.
unless otherwise noted i O Use a crossbow bo Lake game except under disablee permit fsee page 15
] or Lo take deer during the Movember 15-30 firearm deer season by a
properly licensed hunter 14 years of age or older,

2 Buy or sell game, except as provided by trapping rules or captive
wildlife permit.

O Destray the identity of game or evidence of the sex of game while
in the field or when transpoerted in a motor vehicle,

Exceplion: See Transportation of Game, e 11, fior deer, bear and efk,

O Hunt from a tree, raised platiorm or scafiold with a fiream,

Exceptions: Firearm bear and deer hunters may use ehvated platfarms,
Also see 2002-2003 Michigan Waterfow! Hunling Guide for waterfow
hunting blinc regulations,

2 Hunt while under the influence of intoxicating alcabol, exhilarating
ot stupefying drupgs.

O Use cartridpes containing tracer or explosive bullets. A silencer or similar
apparatus on a fircanm iz illegal.

O Camp on state land without & permit. Permits are free and are available
atany DNR affice. They must be pasted at your campsite, A fec s
charged for camping al designated campsites in state parks and recreation
areas and stalo forest campgrounls,

O Make wse of a dog in hunting deer except that a dog may be used 1o locatixd
a denam o mortally weanded deer if the dog i kept on a leash and none of
the pessons in attendance possess a firearm or bow and arow. IF the tracking is
dhone al night, artificial lights crdinariy camied in the hand may be used, A dog
that harks while tracking e deer shall not be osad on public' lndk,

D Hirm or harass a deer ar bear when it is swimming in a stream, river,
prored, lake or other waterbocly,

0 Kill or weound any game withaut making a reasonable attempt ta retrieve
the animal and inchade it in the daily bag,

O Shoot replites and amphibizns with a firearm lincluding spring, air or gas
propelled).

Protected Wildlife

Eagles, hawks, owls, swans, spruce grouse, wolves, lvnx, moose, eougars,
cub bears, and sows accompanied by cubs, and all white or albing deer may
not be taken at any time. All nongame birds are protected, except starlings,
English sparrows and feral pigeons.
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