Media Release regarding Application for Investigation of herbicides entering Northern Ontario waterways in contravention of the Fisheries Act and the Ontario Water Resources Act
Dated:  July 23, 2007  
A number of individuals have joined together requesting that government agencies including the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, Provincial and Federal Ministries of Environment, Ministry of Fisheries and Oceans, and the Environmental Commissioner of Ontario take appropriate steps to sample water quality before and after herbicide applications expected to occur in Northern Ontario during the summer of 2007.
Concerns regarding pesticide usage, including herbicides (a type of pesticide intended to kill plants), have manifested across the country in the form of municipal by-laws against the non-essential application of these chemicals.  Over 125 municipalities across the country, including Toronto, Vancouver, Halifax, and Montreal have passed such bylaws severely restricting the non-essential application of these chemicals citing health and environmental concerns.  
Alan Simard, President of Saving The Region of Ontario North Group (STRONG), questions the rationale behind non-essential chemical herbicide usage.  “There are many alternatives to herbicide applications in our forests. More Government action is needed to enforce laws and regulations that should be intended in good faith to protect the people, the animals, the forests in which we live, the water we drink, and the food we eat.”

“As a tourist outfitter living off the land, an avid angler and hunter myself, its very important to me to ensure that the chemical herbicides being applied by the forestry industry are not ending up in the waterways and contaminating the fish or wildlife,,”  said Joel Theriault, a 3rd generation tourist outfitter with family operations between Timmins and Chapleau, Ontario.
The report submitted cites various empirical evidence demonstrating spray drift to routinely exceed the currently required buffer zones for herbicide application.  In addition to risks of herbicides entering the waterways by spray drift, evidence is mounting that ground water may also become contaminated, later mixing with surface water holding fish.  In northern Ontario, the two main herbicides being used include glyphosate and 2,4-D as their base chemical, Round-Up and Killex respectively.  Evidence of glyphosate contaminating ground water in Cochrane, Ontario is consistent with findings in European countries such as Denmark.  2,4-D ground water contamination is well recognized globally.    
The use of these chemicals in Northern Ontario is a health concern for the public at large.  This risk increases for resource dependent communities, many of which are First Nation.  
According to Lorraine A. Rekmans, the Aboriginal Affairs Advocate for the Green Party of Canada, "The systematic application of chemical herbicides in Ontario and the contamination of waterways is in violation of the Treaties signed with the original peoples of Ontario and impacts directly on basic human rights to healthy food sources. This is a violation of our Constitutionally protected rights as Aboriginal peoples.  In fact this is a violation of all people's rights.  As a member in confederation, Ontario has to take its responsibility to uphold the treaties seriously.”
 

“It’s time that we crucially examine “why” we’re spraying these chemicals onto our forests.  Aerial herbicide application is one of many possible tools to control the vegetation after harvesting, and it’s chosen because it’s the cheapest.  Shareholders globally are reaping the financial benefits while the residents of Northern Ontario are being exposed to unwanted chemical herbicides in their drinking water, fish, and wildlife.  It just doesn’t seem right, “said Joel Theriault.    
Alan Simard, president of the STRONG group, argues ‘’Politics and corporate profit should not take precedence over the human health of the people of Northern Ontario or the health of our lakes, rivers, and forests’’.

"Canada's Aboriginal peoples called for an end to the use of chemical herbicides under Canada's National Forestry Strategy, which was endorsed by a number of governments across the country.  Ontario has to be held accountable to its commitments,” said Lorraine A. Rekmans.  
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